COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY OCTOBER 11TH 2016 AT 7.30pm 
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

G Bates (Chair)




E H Lewis (Vice)




C Roach 

T Cook
H Maclehose
P Graham -Woollard 
W Bellin
Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 
County Cllr R Thomas
Two representatives from Redrow

Apologies:       
None
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. Update from Cllr Graham –Woollard on Redrow Situation incl site entrance design, attenuation pond and gas tanks 
Cllr Graham- Woollard provided the Council with an update on the issues regarding the Redrow site; he also referred the Councillors to his previously circulated Councillors report regarding these matters.  He explained that there had been a lot of work behind the scenes between Alun Cairns MP, Western Power and Redrow, and they were now hopeful that the VoG Council would come on board to resolve the final issues. 
4. UPDATE FROM REDROW REPRESENTATIVES
The Chair now asked for an update from the two Redrow representatives present on the matters.  They confirmed the following:-
· The redesign of the entrance wall and pillars using natural stone and with significantly reduced in size pillars had been submitted to the VoG Council.  Once this had been approved by the VoG Council then the work would be done straight away.  The Chair stated that the Community Council felt that the majority of villagers would appreciate the replacement. 

· Attenuation Basin – The Chair explained the initial concerns that this Council had and still had regarding the safety of the basin.  The Redrow representatives explained that a Redrow Consultant had produced a risk assessment for the basin and submitted this to Clive Moon (VoG Council).  Mr Moon had asked for some revisions to the assessment with further analysis depending on how much water was in the basin.  Once the revised risk assessment has been produced then Redrow will pass this on to this Council.  There was also a discussion on the design of the basin.  The Chair suggested that the Council perform a site visit once they have received the latest risk assessment.  
· Calor Gas Tanks – The Redrow representative explained that Calor have designed and will be overseeing the installation of the Gas Tanks.  Calor will own and maintain the tanks in perpetuity.  Residents will be tied to Calor for two years but at that point can get together and try to change to a different supplier.  There was a short discussion of the security around existing tanks in the village and also the safety of any transfer of supplier.  Redrow confirmed that they will check the legislation regarding this and will attempt to get the management company who will look after the site to inform this Council if and when there is an attempt to change supplier. 

· Completion Plan – The Chair asked if there were any changes to the Completion Plan given what seemed to be initially slow sales.  Redrow confirmed that at the moment the completion plan had not been changed but obviously if there was a change in sales this might occur. 

· Weekend Working – Redrow explained that there would be a weekend of working when the block paving is being laid.  This has got be done on the weekend in order that access to the site can be maintained in the week, however this should not be noisy or disruptive work. 

The Chair thanked the Redrow representatives for their attendance and information; they explained that they were happy to come to other Council meetings as needed.  

5. Councillors Reports :
· Update from Cllr Bates re communication  with VoG – Cllr Bates confirmed that he had a meeting set up with Rob Thomas (VoG MD) and Marcus Goldsworthy to informally discuss the matter of communication. CC Ray Thomas suggested that it would be useful for Miles Punter also from the VoG to be there and stated that he would speak to Rob Thomas about this.  
AP Clerk to agenda for next meeting a discussion on how Cllr Bates should approach this meeting and what to discuss. 
· Update from Cllrs Bates & Graham-Woollard re site visit affordable housing – Cllr Bates stated that he was impressed with the standard of the affordable housing properties; he also updated the Council on the current letting position.
· Update from Cllr Graham-Woollard on BT Broadband Meeting- Cllr Graham-Woollard explained that there had been a great deal of frustration with BT at this meeting.  He had asked whether the Colwinston cabinets would cope with the additional demand once the Redrow site was occupied.  Although BT was confident that the cabinets did have the capacity, Cllr Graham-Woollard had asked for confirmation in writing that the exchange cabinet could cope with this.  Alun Cairns MP office is following up on the matters raised at the meeting and on getting confirmations from BT. 
· Update from Cllr Maclehose re Village Book – Cllr Maclehose explained that interviewing had started for the book and then asked that everyone encouraged people to send in their photos and information. 
6. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 

The PCSO had reported to the Clerk that there were no crimes committed in the area since the last meeting.  Cllr Lewis stated that the Go Safe Speed Van had once again been situated at the Chinese Restaurant. 
AP Clerk to write to Go Safe reminding them of their commitment to now park a Van there whenever possible to use a bike. 

7. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING

There were no members of the public present. 
8. Update on Grounds Maintenance projects incl Little Hill, Bollard Replacement, Churchyard, Planter Boxes and Clapper Bridge 

· Little Hill – It was agreed that the work completed by the Cardiff Conservation Volunteers was very successful.  The Clerk confirmed that the contractors would be completing the tree work shortly once there had been more leaf loss. After a short discussion over the steps it was agreed that improvements could be made to make them more visible in the dark.  AP Chair to speak to Grant Smith about work to steps
· Village Green – The Chair confirmed that local resident Mr Alun Austin had agreed to take over the mowing of the green from the VoG in order that it is done more carefully. However perhaps it would be possible for the VoG to strim spinney bank instead, which this Council currently pay for.  CC Ray Thomas agreed to find out the name of the best person to speak to regarding this and provide details to the Chair. 
AP Chair to meet with VoG on site and discuss the situation
· Bollard Replacement – There was a discussion regarding what would be the best type of bollard to replace those that had been damaged.  
AP Chair to speak again with contractor
· Churchyard and Planter Boxes– AP Cllr Lewis to progress
· Clapper Bridge – There was a discussion regarding the ownership of the bridge.  AP Clerk to investigate how to have this land designated as common land.
9. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
County Councillor Ray Thomas was present but did not have any VoG Council matters to raise. 
10. PLANNING 

The previously circulated planning applications were reviewed:-
o
2016/00984/FUL
The Dutch House, Colwinston Village, Colwinston- Demolition of an existing double garage and erection of replacement garage with first floor art studio above the garage area

o
2016/01047/ADV
Crack Hill, Bridgend-V sign made up of aluminium composite panels, steel supports and extended bace rakers
There were no comments to be made and the Clerk confirmed that The Dutch House had been approved since the meeting summons. 
Cllr Graham – Woollard updated the Council on a personal report that he had put in regarding ENF/2016/0121/PC- Glan Ynys, Colwinston.  He explained that there had been some debate on whether this matter was for VoG Planning Enforcement or Highways department.  The Council agreed that there was an issue here.

AP Clerk to follow up with enforcement officer on behalf of the Council 
At this point the Chair explained that Redrow had agreed to advertise The Sycamore Tree Inn on their sign at Crack Hill.  This was followed by a discussion around a brown sign for the pub and why this had been previously refused.  It was felt that when the Redrow signs go this Council should encourage the pub to have another attempt at getting a sign. 
11. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 12th July 2016, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis that the minutes be accepted this was seconded by Cllr Roach. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
12. MATTERS ARISING 
Point 10.5 –Cllr Bates to follow up on the flower vases for the war memorial.  Cllr Bates also explained the plans for the memorial service. 
Point 15.4 – AP Clerk to follow up on the overhanging trees at the junction from Crack Hill

13. CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerks report was reviewed and there were no matters that had not already been discussed. 
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk:-
06/10/16
Email re Planning Aid Wales planning training in Cardiff

06/10/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard with mins from BT Broadband Meeting

06/10/16
Email from Welsh Government re IRPW - Draft Annual Report Consultation

06/10/16
Email from VoG re Cabinet Report for update on reshaping services

05/10/16
Email from Mark Drakeford re Update on Local Government Reform

05/10/16
Email from OVW re Culture, Welsh Language and Communications Committee

03/10/16
Email from Cllr Graham- Woollard re work on Little Hill

03/10/16
Email from Kelly Davies at VoG re Affordable Housing flat

02/10/16
Email from Cllr Graham- Woollard re Hafod Rented Properties - Redrow Development Colwinston

30/09/16
Email from VoG re GVS e-Bulletin Service - Voluntary Sector News

29/09/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard to Enforcement officer re Glan Ynys

28/09/16
Email from CRC re leaflets 

28/09/16
Email from Kelly Davies re site visit Redrow Development affordable housing

28/09/16
Email from Cllr Bates to Rob Thomas MD of VoG Council re Communication

23/09/16
Email from VoG re Agenda and Reports for the Sept VoG Council meeting 

24/09/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard re risk assessment for the attenuation pond and LPG Assessments 

23/09/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard to Enforcement Officer re Glan Ynys

21/09/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard re advertising of Sycamore Tree Inn on Redrow signage

21/09/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard re site entrance Redrow development

19/09/16
Email from VoG re LDP Plan 2011 – 2026: Matters Arising Changes and Draft Affordable Housing and Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Guidance Consultation

19/09/16
Email re Parliamentary Constituencies 

19/09/16
Email invitation to GVS AGM

16/09/16
Email response from Miles Punter (VoG) to Cllr Bates re conditions limiting occupancy of Redrow development

15/09/16
Email from GVS re Vale Health, Social Care & Wellbeing e-bulletin

14/09/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard re Foul Flow Discharge 

11/09/16
Email from Cllr Lewis re update on work around the village 

06/09/16
Acknowledgement Letter from Marcus Goldsworthy re communication issue 

05/09/16
Email from Cllr Bates re meeting with Alun Cairns re broadband speeds

05/09/16
Email from VoG re advertising of affordable housing one bed flat

01/09/16
Vale Health, Social Care & Wellbeing e-bulletin 1.9.16

01/09/16
Natural Resources Bulletin - Issue 8 - August 2016 

25/08/16
Email from VoG re Council’s Cabinet reports on reshaping

19/08/16
Letter from VoG re CASH Grant

18/08/16
Email discussion re Housing Allocation

17/08/16
Email from Cllr Graham –Woollard re update reports

15/08/16
Email from VoG re Council’s Standards Committee 

13/08/16
Email from Cllr Graham –Woollard re update on power cuts

12/08/16
Email from OVW re Heritage Lottery Fund Workshop

11/08/16
Email from Cllr Graham –Woollard re Power cuts in village

10/08/16
Email from VoG re Community Liaison Committee Minutes - 5 July 2016

10/08/16
Email from Alun Austin re Toolbox theft

09/08/16
Email from OVW re An update from the Older People’s Commissioner for Wales

08/08/16
Email from Cllr Bates re licence application for hall

08/08/16
Email from OVW re Ombudsman Casebook

05/08/16
Email from VoG re St David’s Meadow Expressions of Interest

06/08/16
Email from Cllr Lewis to CC R Thomas re blocked gully and damaged sign

03/08/16
Email from VoG re Rural Community Development Funds post Brexit

03/08/16
Email from VoG with Homes4U advert attached

03/08/16
Email discussion over necessity to call an Extraordinary Meeting

03/08/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard setting out position over Western Power negotiations

02/08/16
Email from OVW re AGM Motions

01/08/16
Email from M Steggell re Speedwatch

29/08/16
Email discussion given response to formal complaint re Western Power substation

29/08/16
Email from Cllr Graham-Woollard re Rumour of contamination Redrow site

22/07/16
Email from VoG re Community Mapping Toolkit

21/07/16
Email from OVW re Planning Law in Wales - Scoping Paper Summary

20/07/16
Email from VoG with final version of local sales and lettings policy

20/07/16
Email from Cardiff Conservation Volunteers re work in village

15/07/16
Email from OVW re Draft Local Government (Wales) Bill

Cllr Roach wished to confirm whether the Council should be commenting on the VoG re LDP Plan 2011 – 2026: Matters Arising Changes and Draft Affordable Housing and Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Guidance Consultation.  The Chair confirmed that the Council should indeed comment on this as there were changes that could impact any potential Redrow Phase 2 development.  The Chair asked all Councillors to review the information and provide comments to the Clerk. 

Finance

Funds as of 07/07/2016 £10,498(cashbook) incl £3,200 lottery grant for Village Book

The quarterly budget analysis (previously circulated) had been prepared; the Clerk did not envisage any budget changes needed at this point.  The budget was reviewed and there were no questions or changes required.
Receipts -Precept 
£2,333

Payments to be authorised- 

G Smith - Strimming of Spinney Bank 

100444
£150

100445
- VOID

Invoice for payroll services 6 month to June 2016
100446
£29

Invoice for reproduction of images - village book - refund to G Bates (out of ext grant)
100447
£48.5

Jo Howell- Clerks Quarterly salary till Sept 2016
100448
£404.99

Cardiff Conservation invoice 



100449
£171

Cllr Bellin proposed the authorisation of the above payments, this was seconded by Cllr Cook and agreed by all. The cheques were signed by two signatories. 

Cllr Cook confirmed he had reviewed the September bank reconciliation and he formally approved and signed the reconciliation. 

14. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Graham- Woollard explained that there had been an incident where a portable toilet on the back of a lorry had come off and damaged the wall of a resident.  He confirmed that the company concerned had come back and restored the wall as they had said they would/ 
Cllr Bates reported that the work on the site of the pumping station and that local residents believe overall that they had done a good job and been considerate in doing it. 
15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday November 8th 2016 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  
· The Chair thanked everyone and reminded all Councillors the importance of providing apologies of absence to the Clerk in order that we can try and prevent the problems with the September meeting where only two Councillors attended and so no meeting could be held. 
· The meeting was closed at 9.45pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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